
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Corey Ragsdale 

Department: Anthropology 

Email Address: cragsda@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2933 

Campus Mail Box: 1451 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to one additional unfunded student. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

6-9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

ANTH 483: Independent Research, 1-3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Anthropology Research Lab, Peck 0403 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, but only those within similar disciplines. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

The 2021 excavation season of the Pohlman cemetery, located on the Ferguson-Florissant school district 

property of Little Creek Nature area, uncovered potentially every burial in the area. The excavation 

identified several burial features, with the number of detected burials matching family geneology papers 

regarding burials in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The cemetery originally was located on the 

Pohlman family (German immigrants) land between the 1850s until the death of the family patriarch in 

1917. After changing ownership, the cemetery was vandalized and destroyed in the late 1940s in order 

to erase any trace of the cemetery and sell the land. The cemetery was first discovered by SIUE field 

school students in 2019, and a more complete excavation project was carried out in summer 2021. 

Several grave items and other artifacts were recovered during the project that will be helpful in dating 

and identifying graves, as well as matching them to prospective deceased known from death records 

obtained through geneological work. The research carried out for this project will look at burial artifacts, 

position, and other sources of information to make an attempt to identify all the individuals potentially 

buried at the Pohlman family cemetery. For over 70 years the location of the cemetery and the identity 

of those buried have remained a mystery. This project will shed light on these burials, make forward 

efforts in preservation and conservation of burials, and give much needed closure to the descendant 

living family members. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

The student will analyze excavation maps, as well as recovered artifacts to try and make identifications 

of burials from the Pohlman cemetery. No human remains will be examined. These artifacts will be 

identified using various historical catalogues as well as available relevant publications. The student will 

be expected to spend time in the Anthropology Research Lab identifying and cataloguing artifacts, as 

well as working on their own to find sources useful in making identifications. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

The student will learn practical skills in historical archaeology, mortuary archaeology, and other aspects 

of public.professional archaeology. The student will gain laboratory and other research skills throughout 

the course of the project. The project will result in the completion of a field report, as well as contribute 

to a publication of results in a regional journal. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Students must be able to schedule their hours during the open hours of the Anthropology Research Lab, 

10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 



If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Students must provide their own transportation to SIUE campus. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Preferred courses are ANTH 369 Introduction to Forensic Anthropology, ANTH 368 Archaeology of 

Death, or similar classes. Strong preference for students with field experience, including ANTH 474 or 

ANTH 475, Anthropology Field Schools. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Additional relevant American history courses are also beneficial. 


